
ARIZONA RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL 

AUDITION FAQ’s 
 

How might COVID19 impact the Arizona Renaissance Festival? 

PLEASE NOTE: As the coronavirus situation is still evolving, the health and safety of our employees, their families, and our 

visitors are of utmost importance, so we are proceeding with caution and are hopeful that medical science and access to 

preventative measures will allow for a safe February 6th opening.  

 

Planning for the spring Arizona Renaissance Festival is well underway with organizers working to adapt to challenges 

resulting from COVID19.  We are tracking, and are involved in, discussions with others in the large event industry (sports, 

music, theme parks, etc.) as well as continually monitoring news and updates by state and federal agencies.   

 

The next 30-90 days will help determine this and so we continue with 2021 planning to keep the production on schedule 

for opening. That includes holding open auditions. Auditionees will not be obligated to perform if the Festival is able to 

open and they feel their health, and that of others, may continue to be at risk due to COVID19.  If we are unable to open 

in 2021, we will be ready to resume in spring of 2022. 

 

What is the Arizona Renaissance Festival? 

The Arizona Renaissance Festival and Artisan Marketplace is a medieval amusement park, an outdoor theatre, a 30-acre 

circus, an arts and crafts fair, a Jousting Tournament, and a feast all rolled into one non-stop, day-long, family 

adventure!  The event welcomes patrons to Fairhaven, a fictional 16th-century European village where costumed 

characters present non-stop music and comedy on 14 stages and throughout the fun-filled lanes. 

 

When and where are auditions? 

Due to COVID 19 considerations and restrictions, all performer auditions will be via Zoom and video submissions by use 

of an online application form at Arizona.RenFestInfo.com.  Deadline for submissions is on or by October 31. 

 

What can I expect at the auditions?  How can I prepare?   

Auditions are a multi-step process that varies for each applicant.  They are easy and do not require you to prepare any 

audition materials up front.  The first step for everyone is to complete the online audition application at 

Arizona.RenFestInfo.com.  After that, you will schedule a Zoom interview with the Director to have a casual 

conversation about your application and being a part of the cast & crew.  Once you have spoken with the director, you 

will work together to figure out what kind of role would be the best for you. 

 

Do I need to record an audition video to include with my application?  

Video submissions may be requested during the interview part of the audition process.  If you are asked to submit a 

video, you will be given detailed instructions and guidelines at that time.  In basic terms, the video should be 5-6 

minutes long and have 3 to 4 sections: introducing yourself, playing an improv game, an optional section with your 

prepared materials/special skills, and a final conclusion about yourself and why you think you would be a good 

candidate to join the festival. 

 

What is my role? What is expected of me?  Do I have to be there every day of the festival? 

Roles vary, but all cast members are to interact “in character” with patrons and with each other.  Your primary function 

is to foster the illusion of the village and to give patrons a uniquely fun experience.  Our show day begins at the 9am cast 

call and ends at dusk.  Full-time and part-time roles are available.   

 

What is the age limit to be on cast? 

There is not an age limit to be a performer.  However, if you are 15 or under we will ask you to participate with a parent.  

If you are 16 or 17, you will be paired with an adult performer on show days. 

 



Do I have to be able to speak with a perfect accent? 

If you do not feel confident about an accent, don’t worry.  We will give you techniques to develop it during workshops.   

 

Are there any backstage positions available in the Entertainment Department? 

If you are not ready to be a character in the lanes, or if you are not interested in that kind of role, there are 

opportunities to be a part of several crews that help run different areas of the entertainment department.  There is even 

the rare possibility for departmental manager positions. --All crew positions are still visible to our patrons, and are all 

costumed participants that need to be able to answer basic questions about the festival.-- 

 

What type of crew positions are available? 

If you have experience with sound equipment, event timing and management, line control, props/running crew, or 

people management we have a place for you.  There are openings for stage managers & stage crew, pirate crew at the 

Mermaid Grotto, and with the rabble rousers at the Joust as well. 

 

Do you provide costumes? 

Cast members provide their own costumes.  We will give you informational resources so you can make or buy 

appropriate costuming. Typically, the higher the character’s social class, the more expensive the costume. 

 

Can I wear a costume I already own? 

We will be glad to look at existing costumes to see what may be useable as a character or crew member at the festival.  

Costuming is a detailed process with guidelines and limitations that are too detailed to list here.  If you wish to discuss 

costuming further, please contact us with specific questions and we will be happy to answer them. 

 

What if I don't have a lot of acting experience? 

This is a great place to start!  Our free workshops provide you with the information and skills to get started. Many new 

cast members with little or no acting history enjoy their first-year experience so much that they return season after 

season.  

 

What if I can't sing?   

If you like singing, sing anyway! If you are not comfortable singing solo, try group singing instead! We will help you learn 

the songs. 

 

Will I be performing alone or with a group? 

Most everyone on cast is assigned a group.  Even if you perform solo, or as a duo, or trio, you will be assigned to a larger 

group in order to see that you get the information, support, and supervision you need plus provide you opportunities to 

collaborate with fellow cast members (if desired). Most troupes move around the Festival on a schedule. 

 

What if it rains on a festival day? 

The festival is a rain-or-shine event.  We are rarely closed for extreme weather conditions, but some performance 

schedules or locations may be adjusted. 

 

Are food and beverages provided? 

Water for cast members is always on hand at locations throughout the village.  Food and other beverages are not 

provided but are available for purchase. The Festival break area is equipped with lockers for storing a small packed 

lunch. 

 

Are we compensated for being a performing cast member of the festival? 

Budget priority is for returning cast members and those who make their primary living in the performing arts.  The 

majority of the roles available for audition will receive a very small stipend to help offset a portion of the expenses that 

come with being a part of the cast and crew.  Cast members will also have access to free workshops where they will 

learn about improvisation, character acting, costuming, dialogue, and other topics.  

 


