


Interesting Did-YOU-knows about SHAKESPEARE 

Did you know that some people think England’s beloved Bard never existed? According to one 

longstanding theory the literary masterpieces attributed to Shakespeare were actually written by 

Edward De Vere, Earl of Oxford. Find out more about this hypothesis and explore other interesting 

aspects of Shakespeare’s life and legacy. 

Shakespeare’s parents were probably illiterate, and his children almost certainly were. 

Nobody knows for sure, but it’s quite likely that John and Mary Shakespeare never learned to read or 

write, as was often the case for people of their standing during the Elizabethan era. Some have argued 

that John’s civic duties would have required basic literacy, but in any event he always signed his name 

with a mark. William, on the other hand, attended Stratford’s local grammar school, where he mastered 

reading, writing and Latin. His wife and their two children who lived to adulthood, Susanna and Judith, 

are thought to have been illiterate, though Susanna could scrawl her signature. 

Nobody knows what Shakespeare did between 1585 and 1592. 

To the dismay of his biographers, Shakespeare disappears from the historical record between 1585, 

when his twins’ baptism was recorded, and 1592, when the playwright Robert Greene denounced him in 

a pamphlet as an “upstart crow.” The insult suggests he’d already made a name for himself on the 

London stage by then. What did the newly married father and future literary icon do during those seven 

“lost” years? Historians have speculated that he worked as a schoolteacher, studied law, traveled across 

continental Europe or joined an acting troupe that was passing through Stratford. According to one 

17th-century account, he fled his hometown after poaching deer from a local politician’s estate. 

Shakespeare’s plays feature the first written instances of hundreds of familiar terms. 

William Shakespeare is believed to have influenced the English language more than any other writer in 

history, coining—or, at the very least, popularizing—terms and phrases that still regularly crop up in 

everyday conversation. Examples include the words “fashionable” (“Troilus and Cressida”), 

“sanctimonious” (“Measure for Measure”), “eyeball” (“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”) and “lackluster” 

(“As You Like It”); and the expressions “foregone conclusion” (“Othello”), “in a pickle” (“The Tempest”), 

“wild goose chase” (“Romeo and Juliet”) and “one fell swoop” (“Macbeth”). He is also credited with 

inventing the given names Olivia, Miranda, Jessica and Cordelia, which have become common over the 

years (as well as others, such as Nerissa and Titania, which have not). 

We probably don’t spell Shakespeare’s name correctly—but, then again, neither did he. 

Sources from William Shakespeare’s lifetime spell his last name in more than 80 different ways, ranging 

from “Shappere” to “Shaxberd.” In the handful of signatures that have survived, the Bard never spelled 

his own name “William Shakespeare,” using variations or abbreviations such as “Willm Shakp,” “Willm 

Shakspere” and “William Shakspeare” instead. However it’s spelled, Shakespeare is thought to derive 

from the Old English words “schakken” (“to brandish”) and “speer” (“spear”), and probably referred to a 

confrontational or argumentative person. 

Shakespeare’s epitaph wards off would-be grave robbers with a curse. 

William Shakespeare died on April 23, 1616, at the age of 52—not bad for an era when the average life 

expectancy ranged between 30 and 40 years. We may never know what killed him, although an 

acquaintance wrote that the Bard fell ill after a night of heavy drinking with fellow playwright Ben 
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Jonson. Despite his swift demise, Shakespeare supposedly had the wherewithal to pen the epitaph over 

his tomb, which is located inside a Stratford church. Intended to thwart the numerous grave robbers 

who plundered England’s cemeteries at the time, the verse reads: “Good friend, for Jesus’ sake 

forbeare, / To dig the dust enclosed here. Blessed be the man that spares these stones, / And cursed be 

he that moves my bones.” It must have done the trick, since Shakespeare’s remains have yet to be 

disturbed. 

Some people think Shakespeare was a fraud. 

How did a provincial commoner who had never gone to college or ventured outside Stratford become 

one of the most prolific, worldly and eloquent writers in history? Even early in his career, Shakespeare 

was spinning tales that displayed in-depth knowledge of international affairs, European capitals and 

history, as well as familiarity with the royal court and high society. For this reason, some theorists have 

suggested that one or several authors wishing to conceal their true identity used the person of William 

Shakespeare as a front. Proposed candidates include Edward De Vere, Francis Bacon, Christopher 

Marlowe and Mary Sidney Herbert. Most scholars and literary historians remain skeptical about this 

hypothesis, although many suspect Shakespeare sometimes collaborated with other playwrights. 

http://www.history.com/news/history-lists/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-william-shakespeare 

Teachers, consider using the following questions to create some creative Shakespeare 

themed activities for your students! 

Elementary (Grades 1-6 ):  

 What kind of characters would you put in a play if you were Shakespeare?  Based on your characters what kind of 
play would it be? 

 

 Shakespeare made up over 1700 words that we still use today, make up some words, define the meaning of your 
words and use them in a sentence.    

 

 Write a journal entry as William Shakespeare in preparation of a play of his being performed at the Globe Theatre.  
Please state which play is being produced. 
 

 What would the world be like today if Shakespeare had never written anything? 
 

 What did Shakespeare do between 1585 and 1592 (the empty period in his life mentioned above)? 
 

Middle School/High School (Grades 7-12):  
 

 Write a sonnet.  14 lines, 10 syllables per line.  Choose one of the standard rhyme schemes of the period. 

 How would the Bard use social media? How would he feel about the way we’re communicating now? 

 What would the world be like today if Shakespeare had never written anything? 

 What did Shakespeare do between 1585 and 1592? (the empty period in his life mentioned above)? 

 Write a modern-day soliloquy or monologue (200-400 words) by a Shakespearean character, living in today’s world. 
Ex.: Romeo, Hamlet…. 

 Write a play:  Class project the above options are individual.  State the type: Tragedy, History, Comedy. Plan for a ½ hour 
play: characters, costuming, props.   

  

 

 



What do you know about the origin of Mermaids?   

 

Mermaids stories swam their way back and forth over the Atlantic, and out to the Pacific, during the 1450s 

thru the late 1700s. Why was their suddenly an upsurge in mermaid sightings world-wide during the 

Renaissance? The answer is clear: it was, of course, the Age of Exploration! England, Spain, Portugal, France 

and Holland sent their ships throughout the globe in search of Empire, slaves, and conquest; with little 

knowledge of the cultures or civilizations which they encountered, European sailors were quick to see these 

“new lands” (the Americas, parts of Asia and Africa) in the framework of medieval fairy-tales. 

      Perhaps the biggest surprise to these sailors was that the people of the lands that Europe conquered, 

fought, and traded with, had their own legends of women half-human and half-fish. In fact, the mythical 

motif is so widespread that scholars consider it a universal archetype.  

     Melusine, of Franco-German origin, and the Brazilian mermaid Yara, are the two most prominent mer-

women of the Renaissance. Melusine’s image and logo, associated with the royal house of Lusignan in 

Luxembourg, are known to many lovers of Starbucks coffee! Melusine’s story painted her as the youngest 

daughter of the King of Albania, condemned to grow a fish tail on certain evenings because of a curse put on 

her as a young girl.       

     Yara, the Brazilian mermaid who haunts the world’s greatest river, the Amazon, combines both African 

and European mythology. Part of her legend is based on tales of sirens that were common in Portugal and 

throughout the Mediterranean, which speak of men being bewitched by beautiful women with fish-tails who 

hypnotize them with their beautiful songs.  

      In West Africa, the goddess of the waters is called Yemanja, and she, unlike the sirens, is a benevolent 

figure who spreads joy and healing among her devotees. She has long green hair which she brushes with a 

golden comb, and sings to the fishermen of the Amazon and the North Atlantic. If a fisherman approaches 

her boat, and he has treated the water animals well and taken only what he needs, Yara will reward him with 

a good catch; but when Yara sees people being greedy and taking more than their share, she will punish them 

and imprison them in her underwater palace. 

    As explorers traveled the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, fragments of Asian legends made their way into 

mermaid folklore: the Chinese water goddess Mazu began to be sighted in the Taiwan straits, by Europeans 

and Chinese alike. Mazu was considered to be a benevolent deity: if called by her first name, she will 

immediately come to your aid…but when flattered, and called upon as “Empress”, then she will delay coming 

to you while she dons her fine apparel.  

   In the colder Pacific seas, up towards Alaska, the Inuit mermaid Sedna, protectress of the seals and fish and 

patroness of the hunters, assured bountiful catches to her Arctic devotees. 

   Closer to our own time, the great Danish 19th-century writer Hans Christian Anderson, presented his 

readers with the heartbreaking tale of the Little Mermaid, which deftly blended the older motifs of the fish-

tailed woman with sharp social commentary. In Anderson’s story, this mythological creature gains her own 

voice, and allows us to see human cruelty and bigotry in all its ugliness. Immortalized in sculpture in the city 

of Copenhagen, Anderson’s character of the little mermaid reminds us that stories are not mere 

entertainment, and their symbolism, at times dense and complex, can carry meanings that go far beyond the 

magical.     

    Mermaids have traveled wherever people have traveled. Since the period of the Renaissance was the 

greatest period of transoceanic exploration in human history, it is not surprising that the fish-tailed woman 

has gone wherever the sailors have gone. And during the Renaissance, that meant literally to the ends of the 

earth.  

 
 

Mermaid Legends During the Renaissance & Early Modern Period  

Courtesy of Dr. Sharonah Fredrick, ACMRS (Arizona Center for Medieval & Renaissance Studies) at ASU 

Visit the Living Mermaids  

at the Mermaid Grotto! 

at  



The RENAISSANCE is one of the greatest cultural movements in History!  
The accomplishments in art, philosophy and technology opened the door to the modern age.  The cultural  
revolution that started in the 14th C and continued for 300 years is still evident and influential today. 

 Today’s THINKERS, DREAMERS, INVENTERS are pushing the boundaries of what is known into the unknown. 

You can find out more about these amazing Renaissance Men & Women by visiting our website: RenFestInfo.com and clicking on Student Days. 

WEBSITES:  

The Renaissance  www.learner.org/exhibits/renaissance 

Learn about Math and Science during the 15th c-explore art and tour Florence during the Renaissance! 

Renaissance Art History  http://www.history.com/topics/renaissance-art 

 Marco Polo– Explorer  

 Dante Alighieri–Poet  

 Francesco Petrarch – Poet 

 Johannes Gutenberg – Inventor 

 Leonardo da Vinci—Artist, Inventor, Scientist  

 Lorenzo de Medici - Sponsor of the Arts 

 Christopher Columbus - Explorer 

 Vasco De Gama - Explorer 

 Michelangelo Buonarroti – Artist 

 John Damian – Scientist 

 Martin Luther – Reformer 

 Raphael Sanzo – Painter 

 Filippo Brunelleschi – Architect and Artist 

 Queen Isabella I Of Spain  - Sponsor of Exploration 

 Tudors – Sponsor of Art, Music & Culture 

 Andreas Vasalius – Biologist and Chemist 

The Renaissance sowed the seeds of the modern world.  
Are YOU a Renaissance man or woman?  

Learn about these great cultural contributors! 

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/renaissance


 

 

 

While exciting things were happening in Europe in the 15th and 16th Century, such as; 

Queen Elizabeth taking the throne, Michelangelo completing a number of works of art, 

Copernicus’ publication of his theory of the rotation of the earth around the sun,  and 

the birth of Shakespeare – incredible discoveries were also taking place right here in 

Arizona.  

 When the Conquistador Francisco de Coronado came through Arizona in the 1540s,  

Spanish became the first European language spoken in the Southwest. Many of  

Coronado’s followers, including a woman, Francisca de Hoces, later turned against 

Coronado because of his cruelty towards the Indians. Francisca became the first  

woman to denounce a Conquistador in court! 

 The Zuni, Hopi and Navajo people of 15th-16th Arizona traded with famous empires and 

cultures in Mexico, such as the Aztecs and the Mayas, for items that symbolized wealth 

and luxury and power. These included: 

 Chocolate* came from ancient Central America and reached the American South-

west on Native trade routes over 400 years earlier. 12th century storage jars in New 

Mexico’s Chaco Canyon showed traces of cacao theobromide, the major ingredient 

in chocolate! 

 Multicolored macaw and quetzal feathers, came up the trade routes from South 

America through Central America, the Mexican Valley and the American Southwest. 

These birds were sacred, and in some cases represented light and the sun (as did 

the macaw for the Aztecs) or sacred kingly power (as did the little green quetzal, for 

the Maya).   

 Obsidian knives and sculptures, fine rugs and blankets, seashell jewelry and quartz 

were luxury items which the rulers of the 15th and 16th century Southwest sent 

down to the Aztec empire in the Mexican  valley. Ceremonial buildings in the 

 Southwest were aligned with sacred temples in Mexico and Central America, and 

the architecture reflected the positions of the constellations. 

For More Information Visit: 
 https://acmrs.org/publications/asmar 
 http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/american_latino_heritage/The_Opening_of_the_California_%
20Arizona_New_Mexico_and_Texas_Frontiers_16th_Century.html 

 

*Drink Hot Chocolate like they did during the Renaissance! 
Mix 3 TSP Cocoa powder with 3 tsp of hot water. Make a thick paste.  

Add ½ tsp of ground cinnamon, drop of vanilla, 1 tsp of sugar,  

& 1 tsp of honey. Stir. Add more hot water & Enjoy! 

DiD You Know…? 

http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/american_latino_heritage/The_Opening_of_the_California_%20Arizona_New_Mexico_and_Texas_Frontiers_16th_Century.html
http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/american_latino_heritage/The_Opening_of_the_California_%20Arizona_New_Mexico_and_Texas_Frontiers_16th_Century.html


Elementary (Grades 1-3) : Bringing the Renaissance into the Classroom! 

After looking at material dealing with Francisco Coronado, Francisca de Hoces, the Zuni and Apache peoples and the battle of  

Hawikuh, the students will choose the dramatic roles they wish to represent in the real-life trial of Francisco de Coronado (1544) for 

mistreatment of the Indians. The student will write a discourse (550 word essay) in which whichever lead character chosen attempts 

to convey their point of view to the court.  

Characters: 

La Malinche / Doña Marina: A Nahua woman from the Mexican Gulf Coast, who played a role in the Spanish conquest of the Aztec Empire, 

acting as an interpreter, advisor, lover, and intermediary for Hernán Cortés. She was one of twenty women slaves given to the  

Spaniards by the natives of Tabasco in 1519. Later, she became a mistress to Cortés and gave birth to his first son, Martín, who is  

considered one of the first Mestizos (people of mixed European and indigenous American ancestry).  

Francisca de Hoces:  A brave and loyal farmwoman, who, together with her husband, denounce Coronado for his crimes committed against  

Indians, African slaves, and finally, against his own men, and women. Francisca fearlessly compiled testimony from other members of the 

expedition against Coronado, and becomes the first Spanish woman to testify-successfully-in court against a Conquistador. 

Esteban de Dorantes:  A brilliant African prince who was taken to Spain as a slave. He led a small scouting party through Arizona and New 

Mexico, together with Fray Marcos de Niza, looking for the Seven Golden Cities of Cibola. Esteban was revered by many of the Native 

 peoples of Arizona as a healer. He eventually died in a clash with the Zuni Indians, while acting as Coronado’s Ambassador. 

Francisco de Coronado: A minor Spanish nobleman who lived off his wife’s fortune. He came to the New World attempting to surpass the 

fame of Hernan Cortes, conqueror of Mexico….but he never made it. Believing Esteban and Fray Marcos de Niza’s stories about  

Seven Golden Cities of Cibola, he led a disastrous expedition through Arizona and New Mexico in which he clashed with local Zuni 

Indians, and gained the ire of his own countrymen for his arrogance and brutality. 

The Footsteps become Real:  Have Each student outline, with sharpies and oak-tag, the contours of their two shoes.  

Activity 1: Native American and Spanish legends combined to inspire adventurers in the Southwest to search for magical Kingdoms which 

often did not exist : The Seven Golden Cities of Cibola, El Dorado, the mythical kingdom of Tonteac with its burning lake, the supposed giants 

who inhabited the ancient Grand Canyon.   Each student draws a picture inside the outline, of their own “magical” Kingdom in the South-

west, with a  paragraph description of their Magical Kingdom and the qualities it possesses.  

 

Activity 2:  Select a famous Southwestern route of exploration, either Native or Spanish or both: Coronado, the Zuni trail to Hawikuh, the 

Hohokam canals in Southern Arizona, the Royal Road of Spanish trade with Mexico, etc.  Each student then draws visual representations of 

their chosen “road” inside the shoe outlines, and add two paragraphs about why that specific route interests them.   

Middle School/High School (Grades 7-12): Becoming a player in the drama of Southwestern Renaissance History 

Renaissance in the Southwest                     

The Renaissance-era in the American Southwest, and particularly in Arizona, was a period of  

extraordinary, and sometimes tragic and violent, cultural contact. But it was also a time in which great 

courage was shown, and in which local Spanish settlers banded together with the Indians, as did the 

woman Francisca de Hoces, to oppose the abuses of the colonial government. Spaniards, Indians and 

Africans learned from each other, combining great techniques in irrigation, agriculture, mathematics 

and astronomy to provide the basis for modern-day, multicultural Southwestern life.  

 

Use the following activities back in your classroom to draw  

comparisons between the past and present, and experience living history! 



Welcome to the Age of Discovery – Special Event Section! 
We are happy to provide you with this Study Guide to assist in teaching Student about the 

 fascinating educational aspects of the Renaissance. We have separated the following into 

 “While You Are Here” and “Back in the Classroom” for your convenience.  

 

Before you begin exploring the Renaissance, it is important to understand the way that the people of the  

Renaissance thought. Prior to the Renaissance, the long held belief was that the entire physical universe was 

 centered on humankind. For example, gravity was believed to be the desire for all objects to be at the center  

of the earth. Acceleration could be explained by an object’s eagerness as it moved closer to its “natural” home.  

These beliefs in the past relied on the supernatural and could not be explained by objectivity or experimentation. 

 The scholastic thinkers were responsible for breakthrough thinking regarding the nature of the universe. The idea  

that the universe could be studied and approached objectively was a radical new concept that revolutionized 

 science and the way that people thought, learned and even invented.  

 

While You Are Here….  
Journey through the Faire and visit some of the following artisans that used Scholastic Thinking to capitalize on 

new ways to create, market, and sell their wares. 

 Glassblower  

o The Italian Renaissance saw Venice and Murano become centers of glass making, with kings and 

queens seeking out those cities' magnificent creations. 

o During the Renaissance, glassblowing techniques spread and developed throughout Europe.  

Window glass, glass bottles and glass drinking vessels became even more common and available 

to the average person. 

o New glass technology, such as leaded glass and diamond engraving became widespread. 

 

 Blacksmith 

o Every village, city and castle needed a blacksmith, since he made anything that was made from 

metal. Nails to build a small cottage, hinges to hang the door and a key to lock it are all part of 

the trade of smithing. The blacksmith provided small knives to eat with as well as large knives to 

carve a roast or swords to carve the enemy. No army went to battle without their armor for the 

men and the horses, plus the shoes on the horse! Since the smith was such a valuable member 

of his community he could make a good living and could become wealthy in a larger city. 

 

 Shoemaker/Cobbler 

o Shoemakers (or cobblers) were often common laborers who designed and made footwear. 

Anything from shoes fashioned from burlap, hide or leather to elaborate and fancy boots made 

from reptile skins. Their work was regarded as necessary but as the materials they worked with 

fetched high prices, not all were able to afford them.  

o Shoemakers eventually curtailed their businesses to suit the needs of most people and designed 

lesser pieces of footwear from cloth and even wood. Though they appealed to the mass 

populace and even though their product was necessary, Shoemakers often earned only average 

wages. 

 



 Apothecary 

o Prevalent throughout Europe during the Middle Ages and Renaissance, apothecaries were the 

pharmacists of the past. They originally dispensed herbal remedies that were prescribed by 

formally trained physicians.  

o Apothecary shops were often comprised of more than one room. The main display area of the 

shop contained shelves which were filled with jars of prepared medicines and herbs. Another 

room could be used for the actual preparation of specific formulas as prescribed by the doctors. 

Many apothecaries would also have a large garden located on the premises for the growing of 

the more common medicinal herbs that were used in their practice. 

o Beginning in the early medieval period a variety of guilds were formed in London. These guilds 

were responsible for the proper licensing and periodic policing of their members. Apothecaries 

originally belonged to the grocers guild. It wasn't until 1617 that they split off from the grocers 

to form their own guild concentrating on medicinal herbs and spices as opposed to the focus on 

culinary herbs and spices as dealt with by the grocers. 

 

 Weaver 

o Most women were weavers, at least for their own families. In large cities men were also 

weavers who made cloth for sale. Frequently a weaver's wife also worked in the shop and 

carried on running the business after her husband died. Cloth during the period mostly came 

from two sources. Sheep provided wool and the flax plant provided linen fibers. The wool or flax 

would need to be spun into yarn before it could be woven into cloth.  

 

 Artist 

o A painting workshop in the early Renaissance probably resembled a science lab. Renaissance 

artists made all of their own tools and materials, including paint. Master painters took on 

apprentices to do much of the work of preparing materials, building tools and grinding 

pigments. In exchange for their labor in the workshop, the apprentices learned the techniques 

of painting from the master painter 

o Artists created paintings with powdered, colored pigments mixed with egg yolk as binding 

agent, called egg tempera paint. Egg tempura dries very quickly, so artists had to paint small 

areas at one time.  Later in the Renaissance, oil paint was invented. Oil paint dries much more 

slowly. Oil paint allowed Renaissance artists to build up layers of color to show light and depth 

more convincingly. Because oil paint dries slowly, artists could work on several areas of a 

painting at one time.  
o Renaissance artists began signing their works, something rarely done during the Middle Ages 

 

 Musician 

o All over Europe book printing had begun, and soon music was being printed, too. Independent 

instrumental music, not connected to vocal music, was a new idea; so many new musical forms 

were being developed. 

o In the 16th century, the lute had a prominent place in musical society. Much of the 16th century 

instrumental music is written for the instrument, and much of it is of very high quality. 



Back in the Classroom…. 
 

Many artisans welcomed the use of new tools created by inventors from around the world to help them create 

their goods; from a pair of shoes for the poorest among them, to a brilliant work of art commissioned by 

Royalty.  Other tools were created to assist in discovering the heavens, exploring the earth, keeping time, or 

defending the premises.  

 Astrological and Navigation Tools 

o Astrolabe - The astrolabe is a very ancient astronomical computer for solving problems relating 

to time and the position of the Sun and stars in the sky. Astrolabes are used to show how the 

sky looks at a specific place at a given time. This is done by drawing the sky on the face of the 

astrolabe and marking it so positions in the sky are easy to find. To use an astrolabe, you adjust 

the moveable components to a specific date and time. Once set, much of the sky, both visible 

and invisible, is represented on the face of the instrument. This allows a great many 

astronomical problems to be solved in a very visual way.  

o Sextant – The sextant is an instrument used to measure the angle between any two visible 

objects. Its primary use is to determine the angle between a celestial object and 

the horizon which is known as the altitude.  

o Telescope - Galileo was the first person to use the telescope to study the heavens. He made 

many discoveries including that the moon had huge valleys and craters. He also discovered four 

moons orbiting Jupiter. Galileo discovered the planets revolve around the sun and not around 

the earth. His discoveries were printed in a book called Starry Messenger in 1610. 

 

 Catapult 

o Catapults are any device that throws an object, although it commonly refers to the medieval 

siege weapon used to hurl a projectile a long distance. Catapults were not weapons that the 

attackers carried with them into battle and they were generally built on the battle site. They are 

made from wood and it was plentiful on most battlefields. The variety of differing types of 

catapults comes from the way they used to store and release their energy. 

o  The first type of catapult was a variation of the Roman ballista. These used rope or animal sinew 

to hurl the objects. The rope or sinew was pulled back under tension and when the tension was 

released the energy carried the projectile. So if the catapult stored and released the energy 

through tension, it is considered a tensional catapult. 

o Another type of catapult is the torsion catapult. These have an arm with a bucket, cup or sling to 

hold the projectile. The force is transferred to the sling through the use of rope at the other end 

of the throwing arm. These ropes are placed are pulled tight to “load” the catapult with torsion 

energy.  

o Trebuchets are a third type of catapult, using gravity (with a counterweight) or traction (men 

pulling down), to propel the arm and often employing a sling at the end of the arm for greater 

distance. This is different from other catapults in that it doesn't use built up tension for its 

throwing force. 

 

 

http://astrolabes.org/pages/parts.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Measuring_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomical_object
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horizon


 Clock/Pendulum 

o Galileo discovered the pendulum in 1581. The pendulum greatly improved the constant 

movement of the hands or bell of a clock. The average error with the pendulum varied only by 

seconds each day. Before this the error was from 10 to 15 minutes a day.  

 

 Flush Toilet  

o Sir John Harrington, godson to Queen Elizabeth, made the first flush toilet for himself and his 

godmother in 1596. He was teased by his friends and never made another one although he and 

Queen Elizabeth continued to use the one he did make. 

 

 Microscope 

o The first useful microscope was developed in the Netherlands between 1590 and 160 by an 

eyeglass maker, Hans Lippershey. 

o Galileo helped popularize the microscope in the early 17th century, after which advances in 

medicine and hygiene could be made with the microscope. 

 

Other Points of Interest 

o The Plague  

 During the late Middle Ages and Early Renaissance (1350-1450) the bubonic plague, also 

called the “Black Death,” devastated one half of the population of Europe. The plague, 

which was almost always fatal, spread most rapidly in cities, where people were in close 

contact with each other. The only way to avoid the disease was to leave the city of the 

country. This solution was, unfortunately, available only to those wealthy enough to 

make the trip. 

 The population decrease caused by the plague led to an economic depression. 

Merchants and tradespeople had fewer people to whom they could sell their wares. 

Products therefore accumulated, and the merchants and trades suffered a loss in 

income. Economic hardship spread throughout the community as those who dealt with 

the merchants – bankers, suppliers, and shippers – also lost revenue.  

 

o Anatomy  

 The first major development in anatomy in Europe occurred at Bologna in the 14th to 

16th centuries, where a series of authors dissected cadavers and contributed to the 

accurate description of organs and the identification of their functions. 

 A succession of researchers proceeded to refine the body of anatomical knowledge. The 

16th century also witnessed significant advances in the understanding of the circulatory 

system, as the purpose of valves in veins was identified. 

 Many famous artists studied anatomy, attended dissections, and published drawings for 

money, from Michelangelo to Rembrandt. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bologna
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circulatory_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circulatory_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rembrandt


Activities and Lessons: 

 ART 

 

Egg Tempura 

Show Students reproductions of Madonna and Child Enthroned with Angels (Pietro Lorenzetti) and Madonna 

and Child (follower of Andrea del Sarto). Can they tell which is painted with egg tempura and which is painted 

with oil paints? How can they tell? Explain that they will get another chance to guess after they make tempura 

paint with egg yolks just the way early Renaissance artists did.   

The experiment can be found at: http://www.renaissanceconnection.org/lesson_science_egg.html 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 

Play a Spice Trader Game with Students 
You are the owner of a large sailing ship. You sail around the world and trade goods with other countries. 
An Italian investor has agreed to pay for your next trip if you can bring back goods that he can sell to local 

merchants and make a profit. If for any reason you do not return with a profit, he has the right to back out of the 

deal, and you'll be stuck paying for everything—Your entire trip.  

Before you sail from your home port in Lisbon, Portugal, you will need to make several important decisions 

about how to prepare for your journey and what route to take. If you succeed, you will be extremely wealthy 

and will cement your reputation as a spice trader, ensuring that more rich investors come your way. But if you 

fail, you may go bankrupt and lose your ship, not to mention ruin your reputation. 

Play the game at the following website: http://www.learner.org/interactives/renaissance/spicetrade/ 

 

SCIENCE 

 

A Hands-On Epidemic Simulation 

Imagine that you are traveling to a variety of towns and villages on a pilgrimage or a trading voyage. It is the 

time of the Pestis Puerorum a form of the Black Plague which is a particularly virulent among children and young 

people, during the mid 1300’s. It is the second great plague to invade Europe. This Plague was so deadly that it 

took until the 1800’s before the population again rose to the numbers before the Plague! 

The Simulation can be found at the following website: 

http://www.bayarearenaissancefest.com/images/the_black_plague_classroom_simulation.pdf 

 

FUN FOR EVERYONE 

 

Games played during the Renaissance! Teach your students some different card games, board games, or even 

outdoor games such as Bocce Ball to get a real feel for how the lords and ladies of the Elizabethan times would 

relax and have a good time! 

Ideas can be found at the following website: http://www.ehow.com/list_5973943_english-renaissance-

games.html 

http://www.renaissanceconnection.org/lesson_science_egg.html
http://www.learner.org/interactives/renaissance/spicetrade/
http://www.bayarearenaissancefest.com/images/the_black_plague_classroom_simulation.pdf
http://www.ehow.com/list_5973943_english-renaissance-games.html
http://www.ehow.com/list_5973943_english-renaissance-games.html


























































 

 

Suggested Projects andClassroom Activities 

 

1. Hold a special complimenting contest in your classroom.  Students create their own compliments, 
then select an opponent.  The more elaborate the compliment, the better, and the last person to run 
out of compliments wins.  (Renaissance style compliments compare the subject to beautiful things.  
One of the richest sources for inspiration is Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet!) 

2. Design and build a model of a castle.  Due to the utilization of gunpowder and cannons during the 
Renaissance, castle design was radically different from Medieval castles.  They were circular or 
semi-circular.  Medieval castles were, for the most part, square or rectangular.  Rounded walls gave 
Renaissance castles a more deflective surface against cannon fire for the guns and cannons inside 
the castle.  Castles also had a low profile (less of a target for a cannon) and thick walls. 

3. Research and create a menu for a King’s banquet.  Discuss table manners, utensils, etc. 

4. Create your own raiment (clothing).  Have your class design and/or make their own 16th Century 
clothing. 

5. Coats of Arms were symbols that families, towns, and even governments rallied around.  Create a 
coat of arms for your class or your school.  Or, do research to see if your family has its own coat of 
arms.  If not, create one.  (An excellent source is A Complete Guide to Heraldry by A.C. Fox-
Davies.  See Resource List.) 

6. Have your class practice greeting one another in 16th Century style. 

7. Write a letter or a journal entry from the point of view of a historical figure. 

8. Create a newspaper for your class and include stories regarding various political, military, religious, 
theatrical or scientific happenings. 

9. Have students develop characters that would have existed in a Renaissance village.  Character 
development can include costuming, language, research into duties that person would have 
performed, social status, etc.  Then, when students come into Student Days they can come in 
costume as well as in character. 

 
Some ideas are: 
peasant  stone mason  nobleman  woodsman 
shepherd  butcher  noblewoman  minstrel 
tailor  sheriff   gravedigger  smithy 
carpenter  farmer   groom   leather worker 
ironworker  baker   poet   tax collector 
architect  juggler   huntsman  knight 
alchemist  town crier 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The Festival has a policy of not allowing students to bring in swords or daggers on 
Student Days, so please do not make them a costume necessity. 

 
10. One of the most famous stories to come out of the Renaissance is that of King Arthur and his 

Knights of the Round Table.  They lived by a high code of honor, which is a code knights are to live 
by.  Create a high code of honor for yourself and your classmates. 
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Additional Resources 
 

Please go to http://arizona.renfestinfo.com/student-days/teachers-resources/ for MORE great resources and links 
 

Books 
 The Private Life of Henry VIII by Lajos 

Biro 
 The Medieval Village by G.G. Coulton 
 Bruegel by Jacques Dopange 
 Great Harry by Carolyn Erickson 
 A Complete Guide to Heraldry by A.C. 

Fox-Davies 
 Life in the Renaissance by Marzieh Gail 
 Royal Gambit by Hermann Gressieker 
 The Rose and the Thorn: The Lives of 

Mary and Margaret Tudor by Nancy 
Lenz Harvey 

 Anne Boleyn by E.W. Ives 
 Katherine of Aragon by Jean Plaidy 
 The Six of Henry VIII by Paul Rival 
 King Henry VII's Mary Rose by 

Alexander McKee 
 

Web 
 Shakespeare Online 
 Luminarium 
 British History 
 History of Costume 
 Renaissance Science & Inventions Quiz 
 Tudor England, 1485-1603 
 Tudor History 
 Renaissance Guide; Art and Fashion 

During the Renaissance 
 A Resource Guide to the Renaissance 

Period 
 Ducksters - Renaissance Science & 

Inventions 
 Ducksters - Renaissance Famous 

People 
 Ducksters - Renaissance Famous 

People Quiz 
 Ducksters - Middle Ages Timeline 
 Knights and Castles Worksheets and 

Teaching Activities 
 Wikipedia: Knight 
 Poetry Foundation (William 

Shakespeare) 
 

Miscellaneous 
 Renaissance Inventions and 

Discoveries 
 Renaissance Wars Board Game; 

Intriguing history and magnificent art! 
 

People and Portraits 
 Elizabeth I at Luminarium includes her 

life, works, essays, and an image 
gallery. 

 16th Century Renaissance English 
Literature at Luminarium includes 
individual pages on writers of the period. 

 Who's Who in Tudor History, with 
portraits and short biographies. 

 Elizabethan Images, portraits of 
Elizabeth I. 

 Leonardo da Vinci's Inventions 
 

Music and Song 
 The Music of Thomas Ravenscroft, from 

Greg Lindahl. 
 Sixteenth Century Ballads and A Short 

Note on Sixteenth Century Child 
Ballads, also from Greg Lindahl. 

 Playford's The Dancing Master Or, plain 
and easie Rules for the Dancing of 
Country Dances, with the Tune to each 
Dance. The HTML version by Jeff Lee. 

 A Guide to Medieval and Renaissance 
Instruments at Iowa State University 

 The Schoole of Musicke by Thomas 
Robinson, 1603. An HTML version by 
Jeff Lee. 

 The First Book of English Madrigals by 
John Wilbye (1598). Also from Jeff Lee. 

 

Videos 
 A Man for All Seasons (rated G) 
 A Matter of Conscience: Henry VIII and 

Sir Thomas Moore 
 Anne of the Thousand Days (rated PG) 
 Henry VIII (BBC Production - rated G) 
 Biography - Elizabeth I (A&E Production 

- rated G) 
 Young Bess (rated G) 
 Fire Over England (rated G) 
 Mary of Scotland (rated G) 
 The Virgin Queen (rated G) 
 Elizabeth (rated R for nudity and 

extreme violence) 
 Shakespeare in Love (rated R for 

nudity) 
 Jane Grey (rated PG-13 for brief nudity) 

 

http://arizona.renfestinfo.com/student-days/teachers-resources/
http://www.shakespeare-online.com/
http://www.luminarium.org/lumina.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/lumina.htm
http://britannia.com/history/
http://www.siue.edu/COSTUMES/COSTUME8_INDEX.HTML
http://www.ducksters.com/history/renaissance_science_questions.php
http://englishhistory.net/tudor.html
http://www.tudorhistory.org/
http://www.halloweenexpress.com/a-resource-guide-to-the-renaissance-period.php
http://www.halloweenexpress.com/a-resource-guide-to-the-renaissance-period.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/renaissance_science.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/renaissance_science.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/renaissance_famous_people.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/renaissance_famous_people.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/renaissance_people_questions.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/renaissance_people_questions.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_timeline.php
http://bogglesworldesl.com/knights.htm
http://bogglesworldesl.com/knights.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knight
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poets/detail/william-shakespeare
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poets/detail/william-shakespeare
http://www.royalfaires.com/arizona/images/pdf/Renaissance%20Discoveries%20&%20Inventions.pdf
http://www.royalfaires.com/arizona/images/pdf/Renaissance%20Discoveries%20&%20Inventions.pdf
http://www.usgamesinc.com/Renaissance-Wars/
http://www.usgamesinc.com/Renaissance-Wars/
http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/eliza.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/
http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/
http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/
http://www.luminarium.org/
http://tudorhistory.org/people/
http://www.marileecody.com/images.html
http://www.pathfindersdesign.net/www.pathfindersdesign.net/Leonardo.html
http://www.pbm.com/~lindahl/ravenscroft/
http://www.pbm.com/~lindahl/ballads/
http://www.pbm.com/~lindahl/ballads/child.html
http://www.pbm.com/~lindahl/ballads/child.html
http://www.pbm.com/~lindahl/ballads/child.html
http://www.shipbrook.net/jeff/playford/
http://www.music.iastate.edu/antiqua/
http://www.music.iastate.edu/antiqua/
http://www.shipbrook.net/jeff/robinson/index.html
http://www.shipbrook.net/jeff/wilbye.html



